COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT
NEUROSCIENCE GRADUATE PROGRAM

Science, Ethics and Society
ME: 440.712

This is a required course for first year Neuroscience Graduate Students.  The course format will consist of focused discussions with the course director, TA and rotating faculty on pre-assigned case studies and more informal discussions about varied topics.
In order to become successful scientists, graduate students need to learn much more than just how to design, perform, and interpret experiments.  Graduate students need to learn many professional norms and practices central to a successful scientific career.  Most importantly, graduate students need to learn about what constitutes scientific misconduct and about proper behavior involving issues of authorship and various sorts of conflicts of interest.  Students also need to learn about rules, regulations, and ethics relating to animal and human experimentation.  Further, they need to learn about how to choose a laboratory, keep proper records, deliver successful presentations, and seek funding.  Finally, they need to learn about the complex relationship between scientists and society. 

Topics covered are:

Mentoring, Choosing a Lab, and Funding Opportunities for Graduate Students

Note-keeping Practices and Oran Presentations

Scientific Misconduct

Authorship Issues and Conflicts of Interest

Diversity in Science

Role of Scientists in Society

Animal and Human Experimentation

The course director is Dan O’Connor.
Consent of Instructor is required for all non-Neuroscience Students.
